LE PROBLEME DE LA PROTECTION 


SOCIALE DES AVENGLES 
Jean Bronne 


HL 7 
Cee eet me) 


M.C. MIGEL LIBRARY 


AMERICAN PRINTING 
HOUSE FOR THE BLIND 


LEON FL eee 4 eT ae SRP hee ee ee ts ee ae ogee he OM ee ae 


salen’ a a 4. Lee fi 
Tere Ren Sy at ig! % 
C Va p (TRE by7 3b 
i, renee celeuleted thet in 1911, there weve in that country 25,470 blind, 


compared wien £4,182 in 1901. But we have every reason to believe that 
this tn ch is actually less than the truth, Dr, Best gives the percentage 
of 706 blind per million of population, which gives 27 3004 blind out of 
39 million (population), To this we must add the number of war-blinded 
about 3500, which brings the number of the French blind to approximately 
~ $1,000. | 
&. England calculates 42,000 blind (speech of Mx, Chamberlain, Minister of 
Hygiene at the opening of the worksh ps of the blihd at Harborne, Gots 8, 
“ae i0es). 
a 5S. Germany should calculate at least 40,000 blind (609 per million of pop- 
Iiation according to Dr, Best). 
@ 4, Belgium-=2700 
' 5, Italy--35,000 
i 6. Spain=-25,000 
7 Switzerland--2360 
8. Sweden--3400 
9, Norway--2700 
—10,Denmark--1450 
! Bet) tend -2500 
Tibia tein--4000 
15,Czecho-Slovakia--5000 
é DA, Creeses42400 (The statistics of this country indicate 1 blind person per 
ie thousand of population which is certainly less than the truth, 1908) 


-15,Rownania--15000 (1906) 
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-:16,Hungary--17, 000 
We have been unable to secure statistics for Portugal, Jug0-Slavia, 


Bulgaria, Poland and Constantinople, Serious indications lead us to suppose 


that the blind must be numerous in those countries and We are certainly under— 


estimating them in establishing the;figure in the proportion of 1 -blind per 
thousand of population. 

Russia in 1897 had 247,000 blind, ‘Ina recent review we read that 
the number of blind in Russia must be estimated at several hundreds of thou- 
Binds. 

There are more blind in asia, outside of Siberia, which should 
be included in the Russian world, The @mproximate number of blind in China 
is not known; some believe that it does not exceed 1,000,000, Dr. Oward 

‘Tecently estimted it at 3,000,000 plus 6,000,000 who are blind in one eye. 
For India, the figure of 343,547 was given at the House of Commons in 1911, 
According to recent information there would seem to be 1,500,000 blind plus 
5,000,000 of partially sighted, 
Japan has 150,000 blind. Thus of all the three countries, China, 
India and Japan, we get the figure of 4,650,000, It can be estimated at 
j 5,000,000 for the whole of Asia; given the numerous indications which show 
the frequency of blindness in the countries of Turkey, Arabia and indo=Ghina, 
about 1900, The number of blind In the Dutch colonies was estimated at 50,000. 

As for America, the United States calculated according to the census 
of 1910, 57,272 blind and acaueiiiy to that of 1920, about 52,000. But there 
1€s good reason to believe that in reality the eSB must exceed 60,000. 


Canada recorded approximately 3000 and Mexico 15,000. South American countries 
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show approset 200, 000 it it does aot ‘exeeed this figure. (li. Antonio Las 
Heres Herves estimates: 200, 000 Spanish-speaking blind. ) 


Finally, ~ithout making any estinate as to the number of people 


ee bling in Australia, where “ihe ‘proportion. should be relatively small, we come 
ee 

ies, « 

to Africa for which we have only indications though serious ones, if in 


adaition,® (the bad elimate, the poor hygiene of the ROORh Ss the slow progress of 

es civilization, we consider that Dr. Best gives the proportion of thirteen 
© tina per thousand of population in Eeypt, ene that Dr, Petit who has studied 

be the ‘effects of trachoma in Tunesia (this disease affects 96% of the papulation 


in certain districts particularly in the orden and causes a third of the 


Fe. tLindness), we see that the proportion. of blind must be large, Without speaking 
iis Algeria end Morocco psnich though they have no figures, are not free from 

a. _bLindzess, let us mention the fact that formerly in the Soudan, one met the 

o bina in crowds and ¢lso aall attention to a letter from the Governor of 


French West Africa begging the mother country to interest itself in the num 
"grows blina ofithis colony, and to bring to tien the benefits of Western civil- 
- tzetion, : | 

These considerations lead us to cabs that the total numer of blind 


in the world is close to 6,000,000 and thet this is certainly a minimm, 


i: oe Bromne, Tean--Le Probléme de la Protection Sociale des Avengles. 
Be Poe EST? Partie, Chapigre 31. 
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